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Monroe South County Art Show
In working with people with disabilities, one of the
things that stands out is the lack of communication
skills. Sometimes it’s a limitation created by a
biological impairment. Emotions can become
trapped, with no means of verbal expression. Other
times, it’s the result of a society that hushes and
dismisses their feelings, desires and ambitions.
They are quieted into submission. Our participants
have so much to contribute, but they haven’t always
had the opportunity to express themselves.
At CHS, we focus on creating opportunities for
clients to let their hearts be shared. Few things do
that as effectively as art. Our art show continues to
be a client and staff favorite. Participants practice
finding their “artistic voice” and we are all marveling
at the results.
Don’t just glance at these pictures. Take a minute
to consider what’s behind them. Admire the use of
color, the use of space and the effort that our
consumers put forth. They want to be seen and this
is just one more amazing way to do it!

Washtenaw Clients have “The Goodz”
Retail is a brilliant way to help consumers expand knowledge and
improve their skills. When our group opened up the convenient
store (part of our skill building program in Washtenaw) we wondered
whether customer demand would maintain it. Not only is it still open,
business is booming!
“The Goodz” provides clients with the opportunity to improve obvious
things like money skills and customer service, but it also introduces
them to budgeting, inventory, store display and a host of social skills.
The growth in the clients has been tremendous and the confidence
they have gained is so valuable.

CHS Fundraiser Brings Christmas to Monroe!
People with special needs don’t always have the resources to enjoy the holidays. Fixed incomes and a lack of family
involvement can make Christmas just another day. At CHS, we believe the holiday should be special, regardless of
income. Barb Peterson, a manager at CHS Group, wanted to find a way to bring the joy of the season to our participants. She lead the charge to develop a fundraiser to provide Christmas for people who might not have one.
“Giving Back to Monroe” was born, and three years into the project, we couldn’t be happier.
This year, CHS partnered with The Mon-Arc of Monroe, the Dundee and Ida Knights of Columbus, and
we changed the venue to the Monroe Knights of Columbus.
The Dundee & Ida Knights of Columbus generously donated gifts for
the last two years. They amazed us with over 100 bags (from large
black trash bags to handled carrying bags!) filled with needs and wants
for thirty-five appreciative consumers. Of course, there was no getting
the goods to the recipients without our drivers!

We could not have done this without the following groups and people:
Mon-Arc of Monroe Board Members, Sharon at the Monroe Knights of Columbus, The Goodwill (they
had a car wash fundraiser which raised enough to provide several baskets for our silent auction),
Darleen Hochradel, and the CHS staff that volunteered their time at the auction.

Thank you to the following for their donations:
AFSCME; Chris Ball; Curt Kitts; Doug Peterson; M&H Party Store; ACE Hardware Bakers; Angelo’s;
Bead Alley, Broadway, Carol Oaks, Carters Lumber, Graft Guild/Fiber Mill, Christmas Store, CHS Group Farm, Color
Street, Denny and Jeremy Willis, Denise Smith, Durochers, Ellis Library, Gifts and More, GO M.A.D. Fitness, Goodwill, Health Matters Herbs & More, Infinity Salon, Initials Inc., Kozy Kitchen, Linda McDevitt; Red Lobster; Red
Wings, Signature Bank, St. Julian’s Winery, Stanford Allen Chevrolet, Susie’s Sweets & Eats, & Wise Guys.
Through the generosity of so many at the
silent auction, balloon pull, photo area,
wine pull, food and drinks, we raised over
$5,000 (which more than doubled from last
year)! Money was given to: The Mon-Arc
of Monroe, Monroe County Guardians,
CHS Group, and Monroe CMH Authority.
This year we truly were able to “Give Back
to Monroe.” Close to 100 consumers received gifts and 35 received a week’s
worth of food.

Consumers at the farm skill building program built this table and 2 benches for the
silent auction. Amazing Job!!

Monroe Annual Camping Trip

Senior Program

Consumers with staff went to
South Haven Covert KOA for
fun in the sun. Months
before, Staff helped some
consumers with budgeting
their monthly funds so they would have extra spending
money for the trip.

At CHS, our senior
program is aimed at
promoting an environment that is conducive
to the discovery of
recreational alternatives, the improvement of an individual’s
Proudly showing off their hand
leisure skills, and enmade Halloween wreaths
hancement of the retirement experience for our senior population. Participants are encouraged to become involved in our
many site-based programs, such as arts, music and
crafting.

Spreading Holiday Joy!
CHS is always looking for opportunities for our clients to give back to
the community. It gives them a sense of satisfaction and joy to contribute to our community.
Participants decided to bring their vocal talents to a senior living center to spread some Christmas cheer! The seniors enjoyed the holiday
classics so much, they demanded an encore! Since we had exhausted our program, we decided to bring in something totally different—
songs from our Motown talent show!
It took just minutes before we realized it was the perfect choice. The
seniors began to clap, dance and sing along. Some even got on their
feet and let loose to songs they grew up with. We brought more than
music, we brought memories! The staff and the center were very
complimentary, saying they hadn’t seen the seniors so excited for a
very long time! Kudos to Steph and Taryn for the staff participation!!

CHS Farm Halloween Party
The CHS farm is a constant source of
excitement and stimulation. Our
Halloween party was no exception.
Participants went all out on the costumes
and enjoyed fantastic Halloween goodies.
CHS and staff provided a Potluck lunch
and clients enjoyed a live DJ and dancing.
Our group enjoyed face painting, pumpkin
painting, dancing and a costume contest!
Special thanks to the always gracious St.
Isidore Farmers for putting up the
decorations and providing the venue!

Talent Show Brings Us Some Motown Magic!
Yep. We did it again!! This year’s talent show brought some
Motown magic to Washtenaw County and we had people dancing
in their seats!
The performances from the era’s classics reminded us why this
genre was so popular! Clients who preferred to be behind the
scenes worked hard designing props and helping with costuming
(pictured right). This event is a long-standing favorite at CHS
because it allows clients the chance to shine and take center
stage. We can’t wait until next year! Re-commendations for
themes are always welcome!

Washtenaw Happenings
CHS Washtenaw is excited to announce that David Mitchell, Shpend
Vladaj and Derick Warren have graduated from our program and are
off to GREAT things! They all worked hard to develop their skills and
improve their marketability.
Shpend’s new journey got off to a quick start when Extang decided to
hire him as a full time employee! He’s very excited about this wonderful opportunity and we are very proud!
David Mitchell is now the sign language instructor at our vocational
program. So many of our clients have limited verbal skills and others
have difficulty hearing. Sign gives us all another means to communicate.
Every Wednesday and Friday, he teaches staff and peers the fundamentals of sign. With a lesson plan in hand, David’s pride and joy is
evident! His first class was a great success and we can’t wait to learn
more!

Cedar Point Trip Makes a Splash!
CHS trips help consumers
manage money, adapt to
change, learn valuable social
skills and engage in enriching
opportunities.
This year, CHS participants
took a trip to Sandusky and
Cedar Point, complete with a
visit to the water park.
The trip brought out some
adventurous spirits, from
whipping race cars around a
track to hitting the water slides!
Others were content to relax in
lazy river and pool. One thing
we all agreed on was that the
trip was amazing and we can’t
wait for next year!

Washtenaw Prom 2018
For most people, attending prom is one of life’s greatest memories. Unfortunately, many of the
people we serve were never given the chance to enjoy a formal dance. At CHS, we strive to give
our participants the opportunity to experience the things others take for granted.
Our 2018 Prom was a blast! Everyone was decked out in their finest attire and no one was afraid
to get out on the dance floor! Plans for “Prom 2019” are already in the works!
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